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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department for Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 3 SOCIAL STUDIES (Option) TIME: 1h 30min  

 

Name: ____________________________________             Class:___________________ 
 

This examination paper consists of FIVE sections (A, B, C, D and E). Students must answer 

ALL sections. The marks for each section appear between brackets.  

 

Section A: Answer ALL the following questions by marking the right answer. 
 

1. Being a Maltese citizen means being             

a)  a Maltese, European and global citizen 

b)  a Maltese citizen only 

c)  a Maltese and European citizen 
       
2. As a citizen I have   

a)  duties towards my country 

b)  rights from my country 

c)  both rights and duties 

 

3. In a symetrical family   

a)  both parents work and share household and familiar responsibilities between them 

b)  the father is the person who takes decisions for the benefit of the family 

c)  the mother is responsible for the household 
 

4. Culture 

a)  should not include diversity from other cultures 

b)  changes continuously according to the times 

c)  includes only the traditional 

        

5. Non-conformity in a group means that 

a)  all members have the same aim 

b)  there are no arguments among members 

c)  an individual acts differently to the norm of the group 

 

6. Civic values                               

a)  are principles through which we learn how to be good citizens who respect our country 

b)  do not help us have social control in society 

c)  are transmitted only through the family 

    

7. The biggest factor that does not lead to change in the contemporary family is 

a)  religious influence  

b)  the role of women in the work place 

c)  mass media 

  

8. A group is made up of people who 

a)  have different aims 

b)  break the rules 

c)  follow the same rules and work towards the same aim.  
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9. One of the advantages of cultural diversity is that 

a)  traditions of the country are lost 

b)  the people of a country have the opportunity to eat foods which they do not normally eat 

c)  racism increases 

 

10. An extended modified family means  

a)  a family which includes more than two generations living under the same roof 

b)  that the family members live close by and involve themselves in the nuclear family 

c)  parents and children living under the same roof 

                                                                                                                            (10 marks)                                      
 

Section B: Read well the following passage and on a separate paper, answer ALL questions 

that follow. 

 

Elenia is a young eighteen year old woman who was adopted from Romania by a Maltese couple 

when she was just eight months old. Elenia used to live in one of the institutes in Cosula, a village 

which makes part of the district of Botosani. In every type of family, be this a natural, adoptive or 

an institution, the person is helped to learn what primary socialisation means.  Even though Elenia 

did not live in Romania, she still feels connected with the country she was born in. On the other 

hand, she feels connected to Malta because apart from being brought up here, she says "...I have 

everything here... my family, friends and work". In a determined voice Elenia makes it clear that 

"she is proud to be Maltese and Romanian at the same time". With a smile she said that during the 

Eurovision song contest, she sides with both countries.    

Interview adapted from the journal  Kulħadd, 1 st of  February 2014. 

 

Questions 

 

1. Give the definition of socialisation.   (1) 

2. Explain the difference that exists between primary socialisation and secondary socialisation.  

  (4) 

3. What is the role of the agents of socialisation? Name TWO agents of socialisation and say how 

these influence you.   (6) 

4. What is the difference between local identity, national identity and European identity. (6) 

5. Socialisation helps to provide social control. What do you understand by social control? (2) 

6. What do we mean when we say a person is deviant? (2) 

7. Give the difference between positive sanctions and negative sanctions. (4) 

(25 marks) 
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Section C: Read well the following passage and on a separate paper, answer ALL questions 

that follow. 
 

The day a new born child is born, it learns how to breathe all by itself. As time passes, it learns how 

to walk, talk, read, write and do many new things. Learning has always been an integral part of us. 

From the need to learn, springs the field of ‘Education’. What needs to be taught and when, is 

decided through this system. Hence Education becomes a medium for learning and the knowledge 

acquired can be used to improve many people’s lives. In other words, Education is the backbone of 

every one’s life. 
 

Questions 

1. Why is education considered as a basic human right?                                                 (2) 

2. Explain the difference that exists between formal, informal and nonformal education.      (6) 

3. Students learn through the National Curriculum and the hidden curriculum. What is the 

difference between these two? (4) 

4. Name TWO advantages that we benefit from inclusive education within our schools. (2) 

5. Explain the meaning of life long education and state why this is important in today’s society.  

(5) 

6. What does the term student mobility refer to? Explain your answer by referring to the 

educational programme. (3) 

7. Education could help us learn the concept of global citizenship. What responsibilities do we 

have as global citizens? (3) 

(25 marks) 

 

Section D: Answer ALL the following questions on a separate paper. 
 

1. What is the role of the National Commission for the family? (4) 

2. What do we understand by the term community? Name TWO examples of communities we 

find in society.   (4) 

3. Name FOUR functions of the family.  (4) 

4. Roles within the family carry with them both responsibilities and rights for the members of the 

family. Mention and write about TWO responsibilities and TWO rights of family members. (4) 

5. Name FOUR main elements which form a culture and give us an identity. (4) 

(20 marks) 

 

Section E: Choose ONE of the following titles and write about 200-230 words about it on a 

separate paper. 
 

1. Although many countries in the world agreed and ratified the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, we still find people who do not enjoy these rights. Discuss.  

2. The family is not the same as it was in the past. Discuss.  

3. In the local community we find a number of institutions with their own roles. Write at length 

by mentioning some of these and saying how these help towards the development of the 

community.     

(20 marks)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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Total: 100 marks 


